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(4) has met the academic achievement standards established for the academy by the
academy's admissions committee in the student's undergraduate courses.

(f) The academy shall provide:

(1) academic and career counseling for academy students;

(2) faculty mentorship for each academy student;

(3) enriched undergraduate courses designed to strengthen academic preparation, in-
cluding preparation for the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT), for future medical
school applicants;

(4) preparation for the MCAT and instruction in standardized testing techniques;

(5) long-distance educational technology to allow interactive participation with medical
schools, as appropriate;

(6) visitation to medical school educational sites; and

(7) visitation of medical school faculty to the academy for academic enrichment.

(g) A student admitted to the academy must enter into an agreement with the university
under which the student agrees to:

(1) maintain the student's eligibility for continued enrollment in the academy; and
(2) repay any scholarship or stipend the student receives in connection with enrollment

in the academy if the student:

(A) fails to apply to medical school in Texas and enrolls in a medical school outside
of Texas; or

(B) declines an offer to attend medical school in Texas and enrolls in a medical
school outside of Texas.

(h) The academy shall consult with the medical schools in Texas to ensure that its
curriculum and practices are consistent with current medical school needs and require-
ments.

(i) The academy shall enter into cooperative programs, as appropriate, with medical
schools in Texas to help achieve the goals of the academy.

(j) The academy shall incorporate into its curriculum current medical school educational
practices, such as small group tutorials using problem-based instruction.

(k) The university shall enhance the facilities of the university as necessary to achieve the
purposes of the academy.

SECTION 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2003.

Passed by the House on May 1, 2003, by a non-record vote; passed by the Senate on
May 28, 2003, by a viva-voce vote.

Approved June 20, 2003.

Effective September 1, 2003.

CHAPTER 395

H.B. No. 135

AN ACT
relating to the requirements of an auctioneer's license.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Section 1802.052, Occupations Code, is amended to read as follows:
See. 1802.052. ELIGIBILITY FOR AUCTIONEER'S LICENSE. (a) An individual is

eligible for an auctioneer's license if the individual:
(1) is at least 18 years of age;
(2) is a citizen of the United States or a legal alien; [and]
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(3) either:
(A) passes a written or oral examination demonstrating knowledge of the auction

business and of the laws of this state relating to the auction business; or
(B) shows proof of employment by a licensed auctioneer for at least two years [one

year] during which the applicant participated in at least 10 [fwve] auctions;
(4) holds a high school diploma or a high school equivalency certificate;
(5) has not been convicted of a felony during the five years preceding the date of

application; and
(6) has completed at least 80 hours of classroom instruction at an auction school with a

curriculum approved by the department in accordance with the standards and procedures
established by rule adopted under this chapter.
(b) The department, as provided by rule, may charge an auction school a reasonable fee

for approving the curriculum as required under Subsection (a)(6).
SECTION 2. Subchapter B, Chapter 1802, Occupations Code, is amended by adding

Section 1802.062 to read as follows:
Sec. 1802.062. LICENSE NOT REQUIRED FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES. An em-

ployee of an auction company who does not act as a bid caller at any auction in this state is
not required to hold a license under this chapter.

SECTION 3. Not later than January 1, 2004, the executive director of the Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation shall adopt the rules required by Section 1802.052,
Occupations Code, as amended by this Act.

SECTION 4. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b) of this section, the changes in law
made by this Act to Section 1802.052, Occupations Code, apply only to an application for an
auctioneer's license filed on or after the effective date of this Act. An application for an
auctioneer's license filed before the effective date of this Act is governed by the law in effect
on the date the application was filed, and the former law is continued in effect for that
purpose.

(b) An applicant for an auctioneer's license who files an application on or before January 1,
2004, is not required to have completed the 80 hours of classroom instruction required by
Section 1802.052(a)(6), Occupations Code, as added by this Act.

SECTION 5. This Act takes effect September 1, 2003.
Passed by the House on April 25, 2003, by a non-record vote; passed by the Senate on

May 28, 2003: Yeas 31, Nays 0.
Approved June 20, 2003.
Effective September 1, 2003.

CHAPTER 396

H.B. No. 136

AN ACT
relating to limiting the amount of county, municipal, or junior college district ad valorem taxes that may
be imposed on the residence homesteads of the disabled and of the elderly and their surviving
spouses.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
SECTION 1. Subchapter B, Chapter 11, Tax Code, is amended by adding Section 11.261

to read as follows:
Sec. 11.261. LIMITATION OF COUNTY, MUNICIPAL, OR JUNIOR COLLEGE DIS-

TRICT TAX ON HOMESTEADS OF DISABLED AND ELDERLY (a) This section
applies only to a county, municipality, or junior college district that has established a
limitation on the total amount of taxes that may be imposed by the county, municipality, or

1642


